
October Newsletter 2014 

CALGARY & REGION FAMILY DAY HOME AGENCY Inc. 

Dates to Remember: 

Invoice due date: Thursday, October 23rd, 2014 
 
In-service Date: Monday, October 27th, 2014 at 7:00pm at the office. This in-service is going to 
be a brief  introduction to the Ages and Stages presented by Davinder Bhatia   
 
Workshop date: There will be no provider workshop this month.  
 
Annual Provider Turkey Dinner: The turkey dinner this year is going to be on Monday,  
December 8th, 2014, at the Christian Life Assembly Church. (3214 - 28th Street SW) Spots fill up 
fast - please make sure to RSVP to the office!  

Happy Halloween! 
Friday, October 31st, 2014 

 
Halloween is right around the corner! There are so many great  
things that you can do at Halloween in your day home! 
 
 
¶ What are your day home children taking an interest in? What can you plan around their  

interests?  
¶ You can have a costume party with all of  the children, or even an orange and black day.  
¶ What kinds of  food and snacks can you make (even what you can make with the  

children) to get into the festive mood for Halloween.  
¶ Make a ôSpooky Sensory Bucketõ with plastic spiders and pasta or rice that you dye black or 

orange.  
¶ There are many different games, songs, and open ended art activities that you can do with 

the children around Halloween!  



From the desk of  Louise: Parent Accounts Manager  

 

October already!  This year seems to be going so quickly! And on that 
note..Christmas is coming!! 

 

Providers: please let your parents know, in writing, the days your home is closed over 
the winter holidays.  We need to receive a signed letter by all parents so the agency is 
aware.  You should be letting your parents know a MINIMUM of  30 days before. 

 

Hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving and a Spooktacular Halloweõen!! 
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From the desk of  Susan: Director 

 

 

Our September Provider Appreciation was wonderful. Thank you to all the Provid-

ers who made it out to help us celebrate and thank you to everyone for their contin-

ued dedication to quality childcare.  

Shirley Johnston (our founder) has made the decision to retire. We wish her all the 

best in this new chapter of  her life and the deepest appreciation and gratitude for 

the work she has done for Family Childcare. 

Our inservice this month will focus on introducing Ages and Stages. We would ask 

that Providers interested in helping us to pilot this program attend and please en-

courage parents from your home to attend as well.   

 

I would also like to remind Providers and Parents that we would like to stop pur-

chasing disposal cups for our inservices so please remember to bring your own 

travel mug or water bottle. 

 



Creating Welcoming Entrance Ways 
 

How can you create a welcoming entrance way in your home?  

 

Greet families by name when they arrive and tell them about your plans for the day, 

skills the children are working on or activities the children are involved in. 

 

Have a cubby or hook for each child in the home. This can be made individual for 

each child by having their picture, their name or a picture that they drew.   

 

Have up-to-date information on your parent board. Some providers have tri-boards 

that they can fold up in the evening with agency information, or if you have the 

space, having two boards with pictures of the children, or some of their pictures 

(any creativity) displayed.  

 

Lay down a large front door mat so that the parents can move around a bit while they help their child get out of 

their jacket and boots.  Chances are the parent will not take off their shoes to come in so have another mat that 

leads to the closet or set of hooks where the daycare children will store their belongings.  

 

Having a spot for the parent to set down their keys and purse or bag is very helpful.  A chair, small table, ledge or 

shelf will do. 

 

A child size stool, chair or bench is also very helpful at the front entrance.  The child can sit on it to take their 
boots off and you will find it extremely helpful when you are getting all your children ready for outside play time 
later on in the day. 

 
 
 
 

Here are some examples of  our Calgary & Region day home providers entrance ways:  
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Training Sessions / Workshops in the Community 

For information on workshops and training sessions help by Alberta Health Services please visit their 

website at:: http://fcrc.albertahealthservices.ca/course_registration/public_course_list.php 

Accreditation Reminder of  the Month  

Standard 1.4: Childrenõs development is supported through outdoor environments with active 

play spaces and opportunities to experience and learn about the natural world.  

¶ Organize and equip the outdoor play space to provide a variety of developmental and  
physical activities for children in a safe environment  

¶ Provider opportunities for children to explore and learn in natural settings 

¶ Encourage environmentally responsible practices to promote childrenõs connections with the natu-
ral world 

¶ Provide opportunities for children to learn about how materials in nature are used in everyday life 

 

How can you incorporate these things into your routine?  

Outdoor play needs to happen in all weather! Make sure the children (and you!) have appropriate 
clothing for the changing seasons.  

Create opportunities for the children to climb, crawl, walk, roll based on their developmental levels.  

Ensure your outdoor space is suitable for a wide range of intentional physical activities  

Encourage children to explore trees, plants, insects, and evidence of wild animal life 

Provide opportunities for children to engage in a composting and/or recycling program  

How can natural materials be used? Trees are used for paper and lumber, stones are used for  
jewelry, rocks can be painted for decoration, grain can be made into flour for a variety of items  

Physical Literacy 

A link to the eBook; A Hop, Skip and a Jump: Enhancing Physical Literacy Tool Kit can be found here:  

http://www.freebookez.com/ebook.php?
u=aHR0cDovL2NwY2Njc3RhZmYud2VlYmx5LmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEvMy82LzUvMTM2NTM0

MzQvaG9wX3NraXBfX2p1bXBfcmVzb3VyY2UucGRmCkEgSG9wLCBTa2lwIGFuZCBhIEp1bXA6I
EVuaGFuY2luZyBQaHlzaWNhbCBMaXRlcmFjeSBUb29sIEtpdA==  

http://www.freebookez.com/ebook.php?u=aHR0cDovL2NwY2Njc3RhZmYud2VlYmx5LmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEvMy82LzUvMTM2NTM0MzQvaG9wX3NraXBfX2p1bXBfcmVzb3VyY2UucGRmCkEgSG9wLCBTa2lwIGFuZCBhIEp1bXA6IEVuaGFuY2luZyBQaHlzaWNhbCBMaXRlcmFjeSBUb29sIEtpdA
http://www.freebookez.com/ebook.php?u=aHR0cDovL2NwY2Njc3RhZmYud2VlYmx5LmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEvMy82LzUvMTM2NTM0MzQvaG9wX3NraXBfX2p1bXBfcmVzb3VyY2UucGRmCkEgSG9wLCBTa2lwIGFuZCBhIEp1bXA6IEVuaGFuY2luZyBQaHlzaWNhbCBMaXRlcmFjeSBUb29sIEtpdA
http://www.freebookez.com/ebook.php?u=aHR0cDovL2NwY2Njc3RhZmYud2VlYmx5LmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEvMy82LzUvMTM2NTM0MzQvaG9wX3NraXBfX2p1bXBfcmVzb3VyY2UucGRmCkEgSG9wLCBTa2lwIGFuZCBhIEp1bXA6IEVuaGFuY2luZyBQaHlzaWNhbCBMaXRlcmFjeSBUb29sIEtpdA
http://www.freebookez.com/ebook.php?u=aHR0cDovL2NwY2Njc3RhZmYud2VlYmx5LmNvbS91cGxvYWRzLzEvMy82LzUvMTM2NTM0MzQvaG9wX3NraXBfX2p1bXBfcmVzb3VyY2UucGRmCkEgSG9wLCBTa2lwIGFuZCBhIEp1bXA6IEVuaGFuY2luZyBQaHlzaWNhbCBMaXRlcmFjeSBUb29sIEtpdA
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YWCA Parent Link Corridor 

 
 

Group Mandala Creation. October 6th, 2014. 10:00 am- 12:00 pm 
Family Story Telling. Thursday October 9 and 16. 1:00pm ð 2:30 pm  

Raising Resilient Children (Triple P). October 27. 10:00 am ð 12:00 pm 
Raising Resilient Children (Triple P). November 3. 2:00 pm ð 4:00 pm 

For more information and to register for these programs call: (403) 262-0497 
All workshop and trainings held at the YWCA Parent Link Corridor. 320-5th Avenue SE 

What Parents are Saying  

 About:  Latifa A. 

Latifa is fabulous with R, I am very thankful to 

have found such a caring, loving woman to look 

after our little guy.  

 

 

What Parents are Saying  

 About:  Roxana V. 

My twin boys W and E attend Roxanna's.... Roxanna she 
has been a breath of fresh air for my family and I, she has 
been absolutely wonderful in all aspects of her services, 
meals were healthy and my boys always enjoyed them. She 
also took two very shy and quiet little boys and helped 
them grow into little outgoing boys ready for kindergarten. 
I cannot thank her enough for all the amazing loving care 
she provided for my family...In closing this has been a very 
positive experience even though I came into this agency 
very skeptical of family day homes, and I am leaving a very 
grateful mother for all Roxanna has done for my boys!  

What Parents are Saying  

About: Asma B. 

N absolutely loves going to Asma's Day Home! 

He gets excited every morning when he knows 

he's going there.  I have seen a great  

improvement in him since going to Asma's and I 

love all the songs they sing, activities they play 

and crafts they do together! I'm very happy with 

the decision to move N to Asma's Day Home.  

What Parents are Saying  

About: Christine M. 

It was my pleasure to have had Christine MacDonald as my 

day home care provider for my two year old... Having just 

moved from Ontario, it was wonderful to have a depend-

able, safe and loving home to care for my child. Christine, 

along with her three daughters truly made my daughter feel 

welcomed and safe. My daughter was always well taken 

care of, ate healthy food and created the most beautiful arts 

and crafts. My daughter consistently would inform me of 

their outings to the park, playing with dolls or baking...  



Websites to Visit  

http://www.calgaryfamilydayhomes.com/providers.php Visit our website and fill out our provider survey 

www.foothillsnetwork.ca  Early Childhood services available to parents and communities within the Foothills 

Region  

www.aelcs.ca Accreditation for Early Learning and Child Care Services 

www.child.alberta.ca This site accesses programs and services in Albertaõs government monitored child care  

industry. Find the Family Day Home Standards Booklet on the website.  

www.parentsmatter.ca This site provides information relating to parent-child development through the  

Canadian Association of Family Resource Programs.  

www.zerotothree.org A great site to get developmental, researched information on children age zero to 3 years of 

age.  

www.mentoringboys.com This Canadian site focuses on boys and their unique needs. Check out their monthly 

newsletter for some great information.  

www.positivediscipline.com This website looks at what is positive discipline. 

www.familyfuncalgary.com This Calgary website links you to current family events offered in the city.  

Calgary and Region Family Day Homes Agency Inc.  
 

Address: 3224 - 28 Street S.W. Calgary, Alberta T3E 2J6  

Phone: 403.217.5394 / Fax: 403.240.2668 

24hr Emergency Line: 403.852.3894 

dayhomes@calgaryfamilydayhomes.com  

www.calgaryfamilydayhomes.com   
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Health Canada Recalls 

Residential Smoke Alarms and Combination Smoke/CO Alarms 
Affected products: This recall involves Kidde branded AC/DC powered residential smoke 
alarms and combination smoke/CO alarms. Models KN-COSM-IBACA, i12010S-CO-CA 
and i12010S-CA. 
Product description: These alarms are white, round, and approximately 5 to 6 inches in 
diameter, with an engraved Kidde logo on the front. They are AC/DC powered and capable 
of  hardwired interconnect. Labels indicating the model number and date code are located on 
the back of  the device.  
Hazard identified: Should a power outage occur at the same second that the device is per-
forming a once-per-minute sensor health check, the device may go into a òlatchedó mode, 
causing it not to alarm in the presence of  smoke and/or carbon monoxide.   

IKEA GUNGGUNG Children's Swing 
Product description: This recall involves the IKEA GUNGGUNG children's swing.  The GUNGGUNG 
swing is sold for indoor and outdoor use by children ages 3-7.  It is made of  green polyester fabric and hangs 
from a plastic suspension fitting attached to steel hooks. 
Hazard identified: The suspension fittings can break causing a child to fall from the swing, posing a risk of  
injury. IKEA has received four reports worldwide including one in Germany, two in Austria and one in  
Canada of  the suspension fittings breaking in use. In one incident, a child fell and sustained a fractured leg. 
There have been no reports of  injury in Canada.  


